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INDUSTRIAL GRGWIH IN THE SOVIESD ONION
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cconoriie prqwth scemns to be undcr way in both,

centers.  This 15 a matter of more than abstract im-

and cconomie power,
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© . Washington and a number. of the civilian research "

portance: American foreign policy is based, to a’con-
Aderaile degree, on the estimates: of Soviet niilitary *

In the past, Suviet econpmic man has been pmntui
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ten ‘ect high. There have, of coursa, been fractional
diffcrences »of opindon among the government and’
acudemic statisticians, bit there’ has been general
sgrecinent on tPe broad d)mensmns ‘of Sovxet €co-
nomic po-ver, . :

This agreement no longcr prevails. At the conven- -
tion of the American Economics AqsncLatlon during
the Christmas ho’ idays, Professor Warren' Nutter of
the University of Virginia announced that the rate of
Svviet economic growth was below that of the Unitad
. States.This view will get a friendly reception from

« professional economists if for no othgr reason than

*Cthat: Dr. Nutter’s inquiries are being sponsored by

tke regpected end wealthy National Burcau of Eco-

namic Research. .

' 'I'here‘is, accordingly, some prospect that the gross

crrors of estimate that have been tolerated over the

past twao decades may be corrected in the years to
come. This will ereate quite a flutter in Washington's
bureaucratic hutchns—-mpecially in. the Central In-
telligence Agency, which has a very Jarge number. of
citizens working on this problem who have come' to
. conclusions altogether different fromm Dr. Nutter's.

Some rabbits, particularly ‘those who have provided

CIA Dircetor Allen W. Dulles with' the materials ,
" that have Jed to s8me of his more egregious propa-

vanda errors, will have to seek shelter elsewheres (

Mr. Richard Bissell, who forehandedly retired from .

FCA to CLA after the 1952 election returns came in,

may he one of thess,

NATIONAL REVIEW,

which hag nlwa},q taken a

Saviet economy, applauds this evidence of svicntlﬁc',

b mmdued view of the Gargantuan theory of the |5

United States, Professor Nutter,has now called f
in, end to this professional nonsense—which is oncl
more repeated by Mr. Calvin Hoover in the Janua
1957 issue of Foreign A Uairs. T .
We do not profess to know the precise dimensi¢
¢ The Soviet economy. We do know that the Sovi
Jubjects -are not vating very well; that their diet i
qven more a matter of bread, potatoes and cabbag
wn it was in 1912; that their per capita living spac
i less than half-of the {812 standard; that the shodd
roducts they are turning out are of a kind in whi
ey can have no pride. Quite apart from lost ref
Igious and cultural values, dll“the sdcrifices.to “thé’
oviet experiment” havé broucht only desperate ma} .
rial privation.
ﬁlthough the Hungarians and the Poles have beﬂ[
ost conspicuous in recent opposition, it is the peo
les of the Sov mt Union'proper who have the oldes

......

e the strongest potentxal nllles of the free worl
gainst the Kremlin masters. A large part of this o

osition. to Communism springs from the knowlcdg
{ ita failure, int the plainest economic sense,-to pr
Jide the mdxspensuble requirements for hum

rvival. .,

NATIONAL -REVIEW' welcomes the new sophistication

progress. For one of our early issues we managed.to - [{f the economics profession. We expeet, in t eay
nbtam an estimate of Soviet economic cnpability fmu'e to publish a new assessment of the Sovxe,
that {vas mthm the bounds of reason. (“Can Moscow deonomic outlook: dne that will take in‘o due ac}.
 Deliver?” by Pyrrho, Jun. 11, 1956.) This might be gount the deopening agricultural crisis, ‘the severg
_a pood moraent for the Amerlean periodical press to - |1 nanpower  shortage, and the. transportation  anc
" re-examine its performance on this question, ‘and - [{uergy I)Otﬂan‘CkS that are’ ravaging the Sovie
perhaps to .correet the impressions that it has so as- {fonemy.
siduously propagated for twenty ycai's. . _ L -
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